Berkeley, University of Maryland,École Polytechnique Fédérale in Lausanne, Beijing University, Fudan University, University of Wisconsin at Madison, University of Texas at Austin, University of Stuttgart, University of Santiago de Compostela, University of Houston, Brown University, Stanford University, Courant Institute, Istituto Mauro Picone in Rome, E.T.H. Zürich, University of Heidelberg, University of Bucharest, Tel Aviv University, Institute of Mathematics of the Romanian Academy, Kyushu University, Oxford University, Tsinghua University of Beijing, etc.
During his long and very prestigious career, Professor Philippe G. Ciarlet has been coordinator of several important research projects and organizer of high-level scientific meetings. A partial list of such activities include the following:
-Local Project leader, European Scientific Cooperation Project on "Mathematical Problems in Nonlinear Mechanics", 1987 Mechanics", -1990  -Project leader and coordinator, "Junctions in Elastic Multi-Structures", European Cooperation "S.C.I.E.N.C.E." Program, 1991 Program, -1993  -Organizer (with K. Kirchgässner) of the Conference "Lower-Dimensional Theories and Domain Decomposition Methods in Mechanics", Oberwolfach, 20-24 July 1992;
-Project leader and coordinator, "Shells : Mathematical Modeling and Analysis, Scientific Computing", European Cooperation "Human Capital and Mobility" Program, 1995 Program, -1997 -Chair, Academic Advisory Committee,École Polytechnique, Palaiseau (1997 -2002 ; -Co-Director (with Li Ta Professor Philippe G. Ciarlet is a scientist of remarkable prescience and immense energy. His vision has extended to the development of entire areas of mathematical science. He has understood that mathematics can make a great contribution to science. The mathematical work of Professor Philippe G. Ciarlet is at the same time very diverse and well unified. His main research contributions are in applied and computational mathematics. The main themes of works developed by Professor Philippe G. Ciarlet are the following:
Numerical analysis of finite difference methods and general variational approximation methods: Discrete Green's functions; discrete maximum principle and convergence; nonlinear problems of monotone type.
Numerical analysis of the finite element method in general: Lagrange and Hermite interpolation theory in R n ; discrete maximum principle and uniform convergence; curved finite elements; numerical integration.
Numerical analysis of the finite element method applied to problems in elasticity and fluid mechanics: Non-conforming finite elements and macroelements for plate problems; mixed method for the biharmonic equation in fluid mechanics; finite element methods for shell problems.
Modeling and mathematical analysis in three-dimensional linearized and nonlinear elasticity: Existence of solutions; incremental methods; modeling of constitutive equations; modeling of contact and non-interpenetration; weak form of Saint-Venant compatibility equations.
Mathematical analysis of the von Kármán and generalized von Kármán equations: Existence, multiplicity, and bifurcation of solutions, equivalence with a "displacement" problem.
Modeling of plates by the techniques of asymptotic analysis and singular perturbations: Convergence to a two-dimensional model in the linear case; justification of two-dimensional model, including the von Kármán equations, in the nonlinear case by formal asymptotic expansions; extension to "shallow shells"; "generalized" von Kármán and Marguerre-von Kármán equations.
Modeling, mathematical analysis, and numerical simulation of "elastic multi-structures" that comprise junctions: Convergence to a "pluridimensional" model in the linear case; justification of the boundary conditions of clamping for a plate; vibrations of a multi-structure.
Modeling and mathematical analysis of general shells: Existence theorems for two-dimensional linear shell models (W.T. Koiter, P.M. Naghdi, "flexural", "membrane"); justification of two-dimensional linear shell models ("membrane" and "flexural" equations; W.T. Koiter's equations) by the techniques of asymptotic analysis; existence theory for nonlinear shell equations; definition of a new nonlinear shell model "of Koiter's type"; intrinsic shell equations.
Differential geometry: Inequalities of Korn's type on a surface; rigidity theorems and manifold theory; recovery and continuity of a manifold, with or without boundary, as a function of its metric tensor; nonlinear Korn inequality in an open set of R n ; recovery of a surface, with or without boundary, with prescribed first and second fundamental forms; continuity of a surface, with or without boundary, considered as a function of its two fundamental forms; nonlinear Korn inequality on a surface. Professor Philippe G. Ciarlet is a fine gentleman and an exceptional person in many respects. He is a charismatic man, generous, very open and accessible, with an ability to mitigate conflicts and contentious situations. One of the most striking aspects of his personality is his long-term vision. He has many good ideas, and he has had the mathematical talent, the physical strength, and the understanding of people needed to implement them.
The above summary gives an impression (not a full one) of the wide scope and broad interests of Professor Ciarlet's research and outstanding career. His work has been influential both among mathematicians and among mechanicians, which makes him a true representative of the field of applied mathematics. He has a deep intuition as well as an impressive technical mastery. He enjoys scientific interactions, whether in the form of collaborations or enlightening discussions. Throughout his long and prestigious career, Professor Philippe G. Ciarlet has always been a wonderful enthusiast and generous in his encouragement for all matters pertaining to the nonlinear sciences. We wish him many enjoyable years to come.
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